


































SKARPNÄCK 
(abridged information from Wikipedia) 

HISTORY 

Archaeological findings, such as a hill fort and 
stone circles near Flatensjön, indicate that 
Skarpnäcksfältet and nearby areas were popu-
lated by vikings as early as the 10th century. 

Skarpa, a cottage of the Årsta property, was first 
mentioned in the will of Duke Valdemar in 1318, 
where it was listed as one of his donations to 
Uppsala domkyrka. Skarpa derives from the word 
skarp (English: sharp), and is believed to have 
indicated the soil quality, which was heavy loam. It 
is believed that the small village of Skarpa by, with 
the Skarpa cottage, also consisted of three home-
steads dating as far back as the 13th century. 

Eventually, after shifting ownership repeatedly, 
in 1922 the property was sold to the Stockholm 
Municipality. 

SKARPNÄCK AIRFIELD 

The Skarpnäck Airfield was constructed on 
Skarpnäcksfältet around 1940. Originally 
intended to be a reserve airfield for the military, 
those plans were soon abandoned, and in 1943, 
Stockholms Segelflygklubb (English: Stockholm's 
Sailplane Association) moved its operations to 

the airfield. The airfield was commonly used for 
other activities, including balloon flying, races 
such as the 1948 Stockholm Grand Prix, baseball 
and greyhound racing. 

The airfield became a centre for alternative 
society movements. In August 1950, the Inter-
national Union of Socialist Youth, together with 
the Swedish Social Democratic Youth Associa-
tion, organized a week-long international tent 
camp, in which Tage Erlander (prime minister of 
Sweden), participated. During the United Nations 
environmental conference in 1972, which took 
place in Stockholm, thousands of hippies, 
environmental activists and leftist activists 
gathered in a large tent camp at Skarpnäck 
Airfield, organized mostly by the Hog Farm and 
other Woodstock veterans. 

SKARPNÄCKSSTADEN 

In September 1980, the Stockholm Municipality 
decided that a large residential area called 
Skarpnäcksstaden (English: The Skarpnäck City) 
would be constructed on the airfield. The base-
ball and greyhound-racing facilities remained 
and were included in the new residential area, 
but the greyhound-racing was closed in 2006 in 
favour of a football field of artificial turf. 

ARCHITECTURE 

The construction of Skarpnäcksstaden began in 
the early 1980s. This was a few years after the 

finish of the million programme which was 
heavily criticized for the buildings' lack of 
aesthetics. 

Thus, with the planning of Skarpnäcksstaden, 
time was spent to assure that the mistakes of the 
million programme were not repeated. The area 
was to move away from the mass production-
style of the million programme, instead focusing 
on a variation of houses and apartments. 
Skarpnäcksstaden was intended to be a complete 
small town in itself, with housing, workplaces 
and schools. In all, the classical elements of a 
small town inspired the design of 
Skarpnäcksfältet greatly, for instance in the 
structure of blocks with streets, squares and 
courtyards. 

The characteristical orange-red brick buildings 
of Skarpnäcksfältet have received international 
attention, partially because the relatively large 
area consists of exclusively such buildings.  

The subway station “Skarpnäck” is the southern 
terminus for the green line 17. The station was 
opened on 15 August 1994, making it the 
hundredth station in the Stockholm metro. As of 
2011 it is still the newest station in the system.  







Translation of  the building code, as it appears on the map “Stockholms Stadsbyggnadsord-
ning”

”Gamla Stan”  - The Old Town has a core of  medieval pattern with dwindling long streets  
   and alleys. (Study-visit: The Old Town)
“Stenstaden” - The Inner City (litt. “The Stone City”) is characterized by enclosed blocks 
   of  equal height with buildings from different times. It consists of  the 
   classical city’s strict network pattern, the freer form of  the large-courtyard 
   houses, and contains some remnants of  earlier plans as well as newer 
   additions. (Study-visit: Södermalm)
“Äldre Förstad” - Older outer city, has 3-4 storey housing in a pattern reminiscent of  the 
   large-courtyard houses.
“Villastad” - Literally “Villa city”, has free-standing villas and a street network that is 
   often irregular as it is adapted to the terrain. Plots vary greatly in form 
   and size as a result.
“Trädgårdsstad” - Garden City, with a stricter street pattern than the villa areas. The 
   classification includes as well classical Garden City areas as other small 
   housing areas. (Study-visit: Tallkrogen)
“Stenstadens Krans” - The inner city rim is characterized by high multi-family housing in a 
   decidedly open composition. The terrain is often uneven and hilly.
“Smalhusstaden” - Narrow-Block Housing areas consists mostly of  3-story houses placed 
   parallel to each other in open plan patterns, but also similar houses placed 
   group-wise around courtyards into neighborhood units. 
   (Stuy-visit: Hammarbyhöjden)
“Tunnelbanestaden” -  The Subway City, contains “ABC-Staden” (“ABC” stands for “Working, 
   Living, Centre”, a sort of  complete-life content), group-housing areas, 
   row- and attached houses, and point-block buildings. The category also 
   contains the more large-scale suburbs of  the 1960s and -70s. (This rather 
   wide category that roughly corresponds to the million housing homes
   outside of  the city. Study visit: Farsta and Sätra)
“Nyare Stadsenklav” -  Newer inner-city enclave – areas from the 1980s and 1990s with multi-
   family housing following a pattern drawing from the traditional inner city.
   (Study Visit: Can be seen west of  Medborgarplatsen on Södermalm)
“Nyare Kransstad” -  Newer city rim, built in the periphery of  the inner city with a more open 
   plan than the inner city to benefit for local conditions, while inspired by 
   traditional city plans.
“Institutionspark” -  Large, free-standing buildings placed in a park or otherwise according to 
   the site’s conditions. For instance different Campuses.
“Verksamhetsområde” -  Industrial areas, including harbor areas, terminals for public transport, 
   office areas as well as industries. The office areas are often planned in a 
        pattern with enclosed blocks.
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